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Roy F. W e s t o n , Inc - Wes tbank Asbe s to s , Jef f e r s on Parish, Loui s iana
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1. INTRODUCTION

On August 15, 2001, the U . S . Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA) Region 6 S u p e r f u n d
Technical Ass i s tance and Response Team (START-2) was tasked by the EPA Response and
Prevention Branch (RPB) under Technical Direction Document No. 06-01-08-0011 to conduct
enforcement response activities at the Westbank Asbes to s site in J e f f e r s o n Pari sh, Loui s iana.
START-2 was directed (1) to locate and review f i l e s f rom state and local au thor i t i e s , f e d e r a l
agencies, and interested part ie s; (2) to provide enforcement support ac t iv i t i e s for the U . S .
Department of J u s t i c e e f f o r t ; and (3) to investigate the availabi l i ty of the Stat e of Louisiana report
that summarizes the composit ion of asbestos-containing material located at the W e s t b a n k A s b e s t o s
site.

2 . B A C K G R O U N D INFORMATION

The Westbank A s b e s t o s site is located on the west bank of the M i s s i s s i p p i River near New Orleans,
Louisiana, and occupies area in the J e f f e r s o n , Orleans, and Plaquemine parishes. Asbe s to s-
containing material was i d e n t i f i e d in residential yards, s chool s , day cares, and other community
areas. The m a j o r i t y of the asbestos-containing material was located in driveways, walkways, r igh t-
of-ways, and p l a y areas. The asbestos-containing material was reported to have or ig inat ed f r om the
J o h n s - M a n v i l l e p lant that operated f r om 1929 to 1975 in Marrero, Louisiana. The p lant produced
asbestos-containing produc t s in which a by-product was generated that consisted of an asbestos-
containing waste aggregate. It was reported that the aggregate was pulverized in a hammer m i l l and
mixed with a f i l l e r to f o rm a s table roadbed-l ike material. The asbe s to s-containing aggregat e was
then used by local residents for construction of driveways, walkways, and a d d i t i o n external areas.
No records are avai lab l e de ta i l ing the quantity and the time period in which the asbe s to s-containing
aggregate material was di s tr ibuted to the publ i c .

EPA conducted a large scale removal action at the Westbank Asbe s t o s site f r om October 1996 unti l
July 1998. Asbes to s-containing material was i d e n t i f i e d and removed from 1,348 p r o p e r t i e s . EPA
conducted another removal action at 26 proper t i e s f rom November 9 through December 12, 1998.
THIS D O C U M E N T WAS PREPARED BY ROY F. WESTON, INC., E X P R E S S L Y FOR EPA. IT SHALL NOT BE RELEASED OR D I S C L O S E D IN W H O L E
O R I N PART W I T H O U T T H E E X P R E S S , W R I T T E N P E R M I S S I O N O F EPA.
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Roy F. Wes t on , Inc - Wes tbank Asbes to s , Jef f e r s on Parish, L o u i s i a n a
C E R C L I S N o . L A D 9 8 5 1 7 0 7 1 1

On December 7, 1999, the EPA conducted a f i n a l removal action at six p r o p e r t i e s , c o m p l e t i n g
activit ie s on December 28, 1999.

3 . A C T I O N S T A K E N

On September 5, 2001, START-2 member Jeff Wright conducted a f i l e search at the Louis iana
Department of Environmental Q u a l i t y (LDEQ) capi ta l regional o f f i c e in Baton Rouge, Louis iana.
START-2 reviewed all Westbank A s b e s t o s site documents that were archived and stored on the
LDEQ inactive and abandoned sites database.

During the f i l e search, Mr. Wrigh t was able to obtain documents indicat ing that LDEQ personnel
c o l l e c t e d two bulk asbestos samples on December 4, 1995. The sample s were submi t t ed to the
LDEQ Microanalyt ical Laboratory in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for asbestos c ompo s i t i on analys i s .
LDEQ representative Debra Bendily submitted a site visit summary report on December 5 , 1 9 9 5 that
described f i e l d a c t i v i t i e s conducted on December 4, 1995; however, the report did not mention
sample c o l l e c t i o n , location, or result s of the analysis. All documents re la t ing to the December 4,
1995 site visit are submitted as A p p e n d i x A of thi s report. No other ac t iv i t i e s were conducted in
association with this TDD.

4. A P P E N D I C E S

All documentation associated with this pro j e c t is provided in the f o l l o w i n g a p p e n d i c e s :
A p p e n d i x A LDEQ Archive Documents (5 p a g e s )

A p p e n d i x B Technical Direction Document No. 06-01-08-0011

THIS DOCUMENT WAS PREPARED BY ROY F. WESTON, INC., EXPRESSLY FOR EPA. IT SHALL NOT BE RELEASED OR DISCLOSED IN W H O L E
O R I N P A R T W I T H O U T T H E E X P R E S S , W R I T T E N P E R M I S S I O N O F EPA.
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A P P E N D I X A
LDEQ A R C H I V E D O C U M E N T S

(5 p a g e s )



Louisiana Department of Environmental QuiMleroanalytlcal Laboratory11720 Airl ine H i g h w a yBaton Rouge, LA 70817
Report Of Asbestos Analysi s On Bulk Material sDecember 13,1995

Dabra BendlryIAS DivisionCentral O f f i c e
DearDebra:The f o l l ow ing is a report of the results obtained from the analysis of the bulk asbestos samplesubmitted to our laboratory on 12flHfl5.
Inspector Log No.: A16120495001Analyst: Steven LafleurColor of sample: greyHomogeneity: yesComments:Method of preparation: Standard according to EPA's "Method for the Determination of Asbestosin Bulk Building Materials- - EPA-600/R-93/116.

Lab S a m p l e ID No.: A95-0285Dale Analysis Began: 12/12/95Texture: coarse, cement-likeNo. of layers if not homogeneous:

Method of analysis: Stereomicroscopic examination and polarized l ight microscopic examinationaccording to EPA-600/R-93/116.
Asbestos Present? YesRbrous-Nonasbestos Component Present:? none detected (<1%)Number of Distinct Fibrous Components: TwoT y p e s of Fibers Present and Estimated Range (% Area) of Each Fiber Type: 8% C r o d d o l l t e ,4% Chrysotile.Description of Nonf ibrou s Component: Dolomite 91%.

NOTE: Thle report relate* solely to the Hem tested.
T h i s report ahall not be used In any way to claim product endorsement byNVLAP, any agency of the U. S, Government, nor any agency of the Stat eof Louisiana.

IT there are any questions concerning this report, or If additional I n f o r m a t b n Is needed, please contact theundersigned at telephone number (504) 295-8907.

' S t e v e n L a t M u rMfcroanalyt i ca l Chemist



S A M P L E D A T A S H E E T
D E Q A I R M I C R O A N A L Y T I C A L LABORATORY

S A M P L E S O U R C E / L O C A T I O N :
# /

C O L L E C T E D BY: ^ft'A j^C/M^-t^^. •/
SIGNATURE: > KT fa" ^^/L^^->^7
INSPECTOR'S LOG #: * /f /^ 4/^0 } 7&OO/'

C O M P L A I M T A N T N A M E / A D D R E S S / P H O N E :
M

. »
A N A L Y Z E FOR:jsffSTor

T I M E / D A T E T A K E N :
/J ~W'?S • H**'

W I N D S P E E D / D I R E C T I O N :

fl/fl
P O S S I B L E S O U R C E :

C O M M E N T S , O T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N :

LAB LOG #:

R E Q U E S T E D P R I O R I T Y : H I G H P I
(c ir c l e one) ^SEGULAfr)

C O U K ' l ' U f f Y

R E S U L T S :

S P L I T S A M P L E S A C C E P T E D : Y E S ' N O J f

N A M E :

E t I O R I T Y J U S T I F I C A T I O N :

S I G N A T U R E : '

* U S E O N E D A T A S H E E T & E V I D E N C E ENVELOPE F O R EACH I N D I V I D U A L S A M P L E
* K E E P COPY OF FORM FOR Y O U R FILES
* BE S U R E TO SIGN CHAIN OF CUSTODY ON E N V E L O P E . A A C - 9 ( 6 / 9 4 )

W H I T E - L A B Y E L L O W - F I L E P I N K - I N S P E C T O R G O L D = R E C E I P T



DebraBendilyIAS DivisionCentral Off ice

C p v
Louisiana Department of Environmental QuMicroanalytlcal Laboratory j pj^11720 Air l in e H i g h w a yBaton Rouge, LA 70817
Report Of Asbestos Analysi s On BulkDecember 13,1995

LOG*
Dear Debra:The f o l l o w i n g is a report of the results obtained from the analysis ol the bulk asbestos samplesubmitted to our laboratory on 12/08/95.
Inspec tor Log No.: A16120495002Analyst: Steven L a f l e u rColor of sample: greyHomogeneity: yesComments:Method of preparation: Standard according to EPA's "Method for the Determination of Asbestosin Buk Building Materials ' • EPA-600/R-93/116.

Lab S a m p l e ID No.: A95-0286Date Analysis Began: 1 2 / 1 2 / 9 5Texture: chalkyNo. of layers if not homogeneous:

Method of analysis: Stereomicrosoopic examination and polarized light microscopic examinationaccording to EPA-600/R-93/116.
Asbestos Present? YesRbrous-Nonasbestos Component Present:? none detected (<1%)Number of Distinct Fibrous Components: OneT y p e s of Ffoers Present and Estimated Range (% Area) of Each Fiber Type: 9% Chrysotlle.Description of Nonf ibrou s Component: 30% CaJctte, 51% Gypsum.

NOTE: T h i s report relates solely to the Kern tested.
T h i s report shall net be used In any way to claim product endorsement byNVLAP, any agency of the U. 8. Government, nor any agency of the Stateof Louisiana.

K there are any questions concerning this report, or H additional information Is needed, please contact theundersigned at te lephone number (504) 295-8907.

Steven LarkMfcroanalyt fcal Chemist



S A M P L E D A T A S H E E T
DEQ AIR MXCROANALYTICAL LABORATORY

S A M P L E S O U R C E / L O C A T I O N :
Iff "\

J.

T I M E / D A T E T A K E N :

7f
C O L L E C T E D B Y :
S I G N A T U R E :

W I N D S P E E D / D I R E C T I O N :

INSPECTOR'S LOO #:

C O M P L A I N T A N T N A M E / A D D R E S S / P H O N E : P O S S I B L E S O U R C E :

A N A L Y Z E FOR:

C O M M E N T S , O T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N !

LAB LOO #:

R E Q U E S T E D P R I O R I T Y :
( c i r c l e one)

H I G H P R I O R I T Y J U S T I F I C A T I O N :

R E S U L T S :

S P L I T S A M P L E S A C C E P T E D : Y E S

N A M E : ________________

S I G N A T U R E : ____

NO

* U S E O N E D A T A S H E E T & E V I D E N C E E N V E L O P E F O R E A C H I N D I V I D U A L S A M P L E
* K E E P COPY OF FORM FOR YOUR FILES
* BE S U R E TO SIGN CHAIN OF CUSTODY ON E N V E L O P E A A C - 9 ( 6 / 9 4 )

W H I T E - L A B Y E L L O W - F I L E P I N K - I N S P E C T O R G O L D = R E C E I P T



S t a t e o f Louisiana
Department of Environmental Qual i ty

Edwin W. Edwards . m W i l l i a m A. Kuchar sk lGovernor December 5, 1995 Secretary
t

To: ^Westbank Asbestos~^d.le
From: Debra Bendi ly , Assessment Coordinator
Re: S i t e V i s i t and I n f o r m a t i o n U p d a t e
On Monday, December 4, 1995, this inspector accompanied Mr. TroyNaquin o f E & E contractors f o r E P A ' s Emergency Response Division a n dMr. J o h n S h a r p o f the Southeast Region for the LDEQ-Air Q u a l i t yDivision to the Hes tbank Asbes tos site. The former J o h n s - M a n v i l l ef a c i l i t y area, the levee d i s p o s a l area, and some of the a f f e c t e dresidential areas were visited.
The f a c i l i t y area appears to' have been renovated and is nowoccupied by Arrow Interna t i ona l Export Packers and a chlorinatedl iquid (i.e. c h l o r o x ) manufacturer. The local J o h n s - M a n v i l l erepresentat ive, a Mr. T a u z i n , has relocated hi s o f f i c e . J o h n S h a r pp l a n s to contact him for i n f o r m a t i o n on site status. R o o f i n g t i l edebris and cementitious f i b r o u s material was seen in the s ervi tudeand pub l i c access areas along the ditches and roadway surroundingthe former p l a n t site.

«The levee d i s p o s a l area is located at levee marker 4050 and ex t endsalong the span of the former f a c i l i t y ' s f r o n t a g e on the river.Asbes to s-Containing-Material (ACM) warning signs are p e r i o d i c a l l ypo s t ed . The f e n c i n g along one section was destroyed by a bargeaccident and has not been repaired. According to Mr. OliverMorgan, a levee resident of over 40 years, J o h n s - M a n s f i e l d dumpedt a i l i n g s the entire l ength of the levee f r o m the crossover bridgeup to his home. T h i s inc lude s several hundred f e e t more than wasfenced o f f .
M u l t i p l e res idential areas were scanned for evidence of f i b r o u scementitious material. The material was t y p i c a l l y located inservitudes a n d / o r driveways a n d / o r drainage areas. An area behindsome newer homes in Marrero, as well as some previous ly sampledresidences showed the presence of similar material.
Mr. J o h n M a r t i n , the EPA O S C , p l a n s to meet with depar tmenta l s t a f fduring the next week, and visit the site area soon. He proposes toassess the need for response to r e s ident ia l area contaminat ion asa separate case f r o m the response to any f a c i l i t y site and l a n d f i l lareas contamination. Only the response to the residential area iscurrently being evaluated.

OFFICE OF LEGAL AFFAIRS AND ENFORCEMENT INACTIVE AND ABANDONED SITES DIVISION P.O. BOX 82282 BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70884-2282
' TELEPHONE (504)7654487 FAX (504) 765-0484

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERrecycled paper



A P P E N D I X B
T E C H N I C A L D I R E C T I O N D O C U M E N T N o . 06-01-08-0011

(1 p a g e )
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START2 TDD: 06-01 -08-0011T e c h n i c a l Direct ion Document Contract 68-W-01-005U . S . EPA R e g f o n 61445 Rose A v p n u a , S u i t e 1200 Roy F. W e s t o n
Dallas , Texas 75202-2733

TDD - S i g n e d by H e n r y Thompson/R6/USEPA/US on 08/15/2001 01:56:28 PM, a c c ord ing to /H6/USEPA/US
Purpose: Wjark A s s i g n m e n t Ini t ia t i on Period: Base PeriodStart Date:08/15/2001

_________Completion Date:09/30/2001 _______
P r o j e c t / S i t e | N a m e : W e s t b a n k Asbe s to sCounty; J e f f e r s o n Pari sh
C i t y , S t a l e Zfp:, LAS S I D : Y 6 C E R C L I S : UUD985170711

WorkArea: R E S P O N S E A C T I V I T I E SA c t i v i t y : Enfor c ement Response
Sect i on o f SOW: I I . B . 9P e r f o r m a n c e B a s e d : N o

A u t h o r i z e d T D D C e l l i n g : ff.^;^.^;:. fo:;?.>:^^^
$0.00

$2,631.20
0.0

$2,631.20
f l k p e c i f i c Element s^^Description of Work:Thi^ TDD is under Work Assigment 0084

S p e c i f i c Element(s): - Locate and review f i l e s of state and local authori t i e s , other f e d e r a l agencies, and
interested par t i e s by 08/30/2001.

Continents: 1. Provide Enforcement s u p p o r t activities in support of DOJ e f f o r t .2. A t t e m p t t o f i n d the state report that summarizes the ACM's compos i t i on.

Standard Language: C o o r d i n a t e wi th T a s k M o n i t o r J o h n M a r t i n 214.665.6748

A c c o u n t i n g a n d A p p r o p r i a t i o n I n f o r m a t i o n
m '

S F O :

asssag S C F 0 0 1 AAA 01 6 / V S O P 501020 2505 06 Y60000 C001 S2.631.20

F u n d i n g Cat egory
C E R C L A P i p e n n e

T a s k M o n i t o r : J o h n M a r t i n Date: 0 8 / 1 5 / 2 0 0 1
P r o j e c t O f f i c e r S e c t i o n - S i g n e d by H e n r y T h o m p s o n / R 6 / U S E P A / U S on 08/15/2001 01:56:28 PM, according t o / RProject O f f i c e r : H e n r y T h o m p s o n Date: 08/15/2001
C o n t a c t i n g O f f i c e r S y p H o n - S i Q n e d ^ b v J 1 e n j v T h o m p s o n / R 6 / U S E P A A J S on OB/15/2001 01:56:28 PM. a c c ord ing
C o n t r a c t i n g O f f i c e r :
Contractor S e c t i o n H Date:

06-0^-08-0011 - Wes t bank A s b e s c o s 0 8 / 1 5 / 2 0 0 1

(b) (4)
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